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UM GRADUATE’S UPCOM ING BOOK WINS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD
M ISSOULA—
An in-depth look at the introduction of exotic animal and insect species into the United
States has earned Missoula writer Kim Todd a $4,000 PEN/Jerard Fund Award.
The award is presented by PEN Literary Awards for a distinguished nonfiction work in
progress by a woman writer.
Todd, a recent graduate of The University of Montana, earned the honor for a book of
essays exploring the unique stories of species brought to the United States. The book proposal,
with the working title of "The Stranger’s Craft," has been sold to W.W. Norton & Co. Todd
expects to finish the manuscript in January 2000.
"I wanted to look at why the people who introduced exotic species had wanted to bring
them here," Todd said. "I had heard a lot about this one crazy guy who in 1890 introduced the
starling, and I just got interested in exotic species introductions."
An excerpt of Todd’s story about the man, Eugene Schieffelin, was printed in the
winter 1998 issue of Orion magazine. Titled "Starling," the essay paints a vivid picture of
Schieffelin’s release of 80 of the destructive birds into New York’s Central Park.
In the essay Todd writes: "Schieffelin, in his own attempt to civilize the beast his
country had become, wanted to introduce all the birds mentioned in the plays of Shakespeare,
to offer scraps of poetry on the wing. ... The New York drug manufacturer’s error was on
such a grand scale because he underestimated the dark potential of both language and biology.
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Wanting to release all of Shakespeare’s birds indiscriminately, because they were part of the
landscape, because they were in poetry, he viewed them as pleasant, or, more importantly,
benign."
Todd became interested in the topic of exotic species introduction while earning two
graduate degrees at UM: a master of science in environmental studies (1999) and a master of
fine arts in creative writing (1998). The award-winning collection grew out of an essay she
wrote for English Professor Henry Harrington, who suggested she turn it into a book. While
looking for ways to fund her research and writing, she applied for the PEN award, which
involved submitting 50 pages of writing and a sample outline.
"I had just written all that up to send out to publishers," she said. "It was the easiest
thing I ever applied for. I just packaged it all up and put it in an envelope and sent it out."
Todd was less confident when it came to opening the notification letter from PEN.
"It was a thin envelope, so I was sure I didn’t get it," she said. "I opened it up and
raced down and tackled my husband. I told him we could make it through the year -- in
Missoula wages, $4,000 is a couple months of survival. I was pretty excited."
Todd accepted the honor at the 1999 PEN Literary Awards ceremony held in New
York City in April.
In announcing the award, PEN wrote: "The overriding impression of this gifted
writers’ manuscript was of a supple and lyrical prose style, a commanding grasp of the
material, and a sure skill for weaving in personal anecdote with scientific information. ... Her
obvious delight in the strange stories she has to tell is infectious, and her work promises to
attract an enthusiastic and appreciative audience among science and lay readers alike."
Todd, originally from Berkeley, Calif., works part-time for the Montana Natural
History Center as coordinator of the KUFM-Radio program Field Notes.
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